BS4 – “Jesus’ A-List” Luke 14:12-14

Following Christ as He Wants to Be Followed

Total Devotion ’09 – ‘10

If you haven’t heard the companion message to this study, go to www.td.mbcla.org and click on Messages.  The message and Bible study are meant to be complementary to one another and do not overlap. (Many thanks to Jenny, who wrote this week’s rich Bible study.  Enjoy!)
Lists, Lists, Lists

What is it about lists that make them effective and helpful for so many of us? When we list things out, all we’re really doing is putting down on paper that which already is, the things already in our minds. But there’s something about putting our pens to paper and seeing a list in front of us that helps us organize, sort out, identify, and assess things. Each year, I take the time to list out my priorities in life, and it always convicts and moves me to action, motivating me to make reality consistent with what I’ve written down on paper. When we make lists, it becomes clear to us what it is that we need to do. 

1. During the message two weeks ago, we heard about the A-list of the Hollywood entertainment industry – the list of people who are hot, important, well-liked, admired, and included in the exclusive after-show party. If you were to have an “A-list,” who would be on it? Who do you love, value, serve, spend time with, think about, talk to, invest in, give gifts to, and include as part of your everyday life? Make a list of these people in your life.




2. What makes Luke 14:12-14 so shocking, perplexing, absurd, and flat-out embarrassing for the host of the meal, is that Jesus’ A-list does not include the very people whom he had invited, but rather the ones who were not invited, like the man with dropsy who had just been healed by Jesus. What would Jesus say about the list you just made? Is there a concerted effort to include these people in your list?




3. Jesus makes it clear in these verses that he values and treasures the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind. And we see in His life that these are the people He hangs out with. How counter-cultural. How nonsensical. How unlike what we would expect God to do, to stoop down so low. But that’s Jesus for us. Can you think of some people in your life who might fall into this category of people that Jesus has a real heart for? 

The Reason He Gives


Why? Jesus’ rationale for why we are to “not invite [our] friends or brothers or relatives or rich neighbors” is rather odd. He says, do not invite them, “LEST they may also invite you in return and that will be your repayment.” It’s like saying, do not touch the stove, lest you get burned. Do not slack off in school, lest you do poorly and don’t get into college. Do not invite your loved ones, lest you be repaid in kindness…? As if repayment is dangerous, hazardous, and undesirable…? What a strange way of thinking.

4. How do the following verses help us make sense of Jesus’ reasoning and way of thinking?
a. Psalm 90:4


b. Matthew 6:19-20


c. Mark 8:35


d. John 18:36



e. James 4:14

5. Think about the people on your list. In what ways do you receive earthly payoff? In what ways do they “invite” you in return?

One key point made during the message was this: It is not wrong to invite your loved ones over for lunch. This isn’t about who you should or shouldn’t have lunch with. The point is - don’t make that your primary investment plan, where that’s the primary return you get in life. 

6. What do you think that means? What is this really about?


In Luke 14:14, Jesus goes on and gives us his reason for why we are to invite the poor, crippled, lame, and blind – because “they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” In the world of financial investments, risk is involved because you’re investing on potential, not on certainty. A wise and smart investment is wise and smart because it gives you a good chance of reaping a high return in the long run, though not necessarily in the short run. 
7. Financial planners advise clients on how to invest “their” money.  What Jesus has to say about investments is similar to the advice that financial planners give, but there is also a big difference.  What is that difference?  (Need a hint? Look up Numbers 23:19 and Hebrews 10:23.)


One Step Further

Jesus promises us that we will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.  A guaranteed investment. Repaid by whom? Not by the recipients of our loving actions, but by Jesus Himself. This is not so much about how we’re being repaid, as it is about who is rewarding us (Colossians 3:23-24)! 

8. Read the following verses. 

a. Leviticus 19:14
b. Deuteronomy 27:18
c. Jeremiah 22:16


From these verses, what conclusions can we draw about the heart of God?

Throughout both the Old and New Testament, we see repeated exhortations and commandments to care for the oppressed. As we read through the Gospels (like we did in the last Bible study), we see that Jesus primarily hung out with (and ministered to) the marginalized – the poor, the disabled, the leprous, the ones who were ostracized and shunned by the Judean “in crowd.” 

9. Why does God care so much about the weak, the needy, the least of these? Read Matthew 25:34-46.  How does this give us insight into Jesus’ command in Luke 14:12-14?


10. In what ways does God personally and strongly identify with the least of these? Look up the following verses/passages and make note of what Jesus went through, and the specific ways in which He identifies with the weak, needy, and disabled.

a. Luke 2:7, 2 Corinthians 8:9



b. Isaiah 53:2



c. Isaiah 53:3, John 1:10-11, Luke 4:24



d. Luke 18:32-33



e. Mark 14:33-41, John 6:66-67, Matthew 27:46



f. Philippians 2:6-7, John 17:5, Hebrews 2:14, 17

11. How does looking up these verses affect your view and appreciation of the Lord?

Jesus so strongly identifies Himself with the disabled, that when we serve/love/include them in our lives, Jesus will personally repay and reward us, as if we had done it to Him. When we weigh that reward with the earthly repayments that our friends can offer us in this lifetime, the decision should be clear and obvious. 
12. Why is this still so hard for us? What keeps you from investing in this heavenly reward?

Jesus knew His mission and purpose on earth (John 6:38, 18:36), and He knew what was awaiting Him (Hebrews 12:2). He knew the reality and beauty of Heaven, He saw earth objectively for what it really is (fleeting, temporal, and unsatisfying), and so earthly treasures were not even appealing to Him. He was able to live contingently (seeing history ahead of time and giving up the present to attain future rewards). If the Holy Spirit has indeed opened our eyes to see life through objective, biblical lenses, then we are now able to do the same – to live contingently like Jesus did.

“Works of charity perhaps may not be rewarded in this world, for the things of this world are not the best things, and therefore God does not pay the best men in those things; but they shall in no wise lose their reward; they shall be recompensed in the resurrection.” – Matthew Henry
Coram Deo

What a beautiful Savior we have in the person of Jesus Christ. God comes to us in the way that we least expect, not with displays of power and undeniable proofs of His existence… but so vulnerable, humble, and lowly. What kind of God would choose to come down so low? This is what makes the God of the Bible different from the gods of any other religion. Our God is not distant or removed, but He comes very close, close enough to touch, close enough to be wounded by us, right into the very lowest parts of our experience as human beings – pain, rejection, brokenness, death. He is not just a “God over us,” but “God WITH us.” Immanuel. And He calls us to truly know Him, by sharing with Him in the fellowship of His sufferings (Philippians 3:10). If we suffer with Him, in giving up the gems and treasures of this earth, then we will also be glorified with Him (Romans 8:17).

If this is God, coming as one of us – vulnerable and disabled, just as we are… then we have to realize that God comes into the world in those we often don’t expect. We need to see with different eyes, hear with different ears, and love with bigger hearts. That means that living radically for Jesus and following Him may actually be completely different from our own perceptions of what that’s supposed to look like. Are you willing to follow Jesus as He wants to be followed? Are you willing to suffer with Him, and experience the eternal joys, rewards, and blessings of valuing those on His A-List? 

Come humbly before Jesus – the Suffering Servant, and our High Priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses. Whatever it may be that’s keeping you from obeying this Luke 14 mandate, whether it’s fear, apathy, uncertainty, lack of faith, pride, laziness, insecurity, self-centeredness, desire for approval, etc., acknowledge it and commit it to Him. The Lord gives us commands, but He doesn’t leave us on our own to fulfill and obey them by our own willpower, emotions, and strength. Ask Him to show you how you can be obedient in loving and following Him, starting today.
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